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Cumberland University is 
proud to announce a  
developing partnership with the Kazakh-
American Free University (KAFU), a 
respected institution located in Ust-
Kamenogorsk, Kazakhstan. This initiative 
represents more than just a collaboration 
between two universities; it is a gateway to 
cultural exchange, academic growth, and 
transformative international experiences 
for students on both sides of the globe.

Founded in 1994, just three years 
after Kazakhstan gained independence, 
KAFU is the oldest private university 
in the country and a pioneer in higher 
education across Central Asia. The 
university offers more than 40 degree 
programs with particular strengths in 
Business, Economics, Law, Education, 
Psychology, and Foreign Languages. The 
KAFU Business School is accredited by 
the Accreditation Council for Business 
Schools and Programs, the same accred-
iting body that endorses Cumberland’s 
own business programs. This shared 
accreditation reflects a mutual standard 
of academic excellence and opportunity.

The emerging relationship 
between Cumberland and KAFU is built 
on the belief that education flourishes 
when ideas, cultures, and experiences 
are shared. Students from Cumberland 
will have the opportunity to study at 
KAFU for a semester or an academic year. 
A short-term study abroad program, 
lasting approximately two weeks, is also 
being planned to give students an inten-
sive introduction to life and learning in 
Kazakhstan. In return, KAFU students 
will soon have the chance to study at 
Cumberland University, with the 
first group expected to arrive 
in the fall of 2025.

“We are very enthused about 
the growing relationship between 
Cumberland University and KAFU,” said 
Dr. Mark Hanshaw, Associate Provost and 
General Counsel for Cumberland. “This 
relationship presents opportunities for 
domestic students to engage in studies 
and research in partnership with a premier 
Central Asian university and for students 
from KAFU to travel to and experience our 
own campus culture. There are numer-
ous options that we are exploring, each 
of which could enhance the educational 
experience for many students.”

Professor Sean McDaniel, who 
recently traveled to Kazakhstan, described 
the visit as deeply meaningful. “My first 
trip to Kazakhstan was certainly a trans-
formative event in my life,” he said. “Our 
relationship with KAFU will hopefully 
enable us to participate in that growth 
through a program of mutual exchange. 
I look forward to fostering a relationship 
that will help provide similar opportuni-
ties for students on our campus.”

With instruction at KAFU offered 
in English, Russian, and Kazakh, students 
will be immersed in a multilingual and 
multicultural academic environment. This 
partnership reflects Cumberland’s ongo-
ing commitment to providing students 
with access to experiences that broaden 
perspectives, deepen understand-
ing, and prepare them for 
meaningful impact in an 
increasingly inter-
connected 
world.

CUMBERLAND UNIVERSITY

EXPANDS GLOBAL HORIZONS THROUGH NEW

PARTNERSHIP WITH KAZAKHSTAN’S KAFU


